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Thursday, 24 May 2011
2:00 PM ~ 4:00
Bryant Building, Room 272
Call In: dial 888/808-6959; code 3464137 


Minutes


I.  Introductions: Bob Wattendorf, Jennifer Golden, Susan Blake, John Waldron, Rae Waddell, Preston Robertson, John Cimbaro, Lara Kramer, Jennifer D’Urso, Will Bradford, Frances Keiser, Annie Hermansen, Chris Castro, Nichole Wilder, Paul Wheelhouse

II. Updates 

a) Get Outdoors Florida! interaction with Children’s Week (Rae Waddell; Jennifer Golden). Very good day, but started out cold and windy. We had a relatively good location from that perspective, but perhaps didn’t get the full flow. Florida Museum had live animals, USFWS had animal olympics, and FWC had an aquaria and additional staff. Jennifer mentioned that Natasha felt the event went very well and the presentation on the capitol steps was well received. We filled one complete pillar with “Hands” for the hanging of the hands and numerous other groups also included Get Outdoors Florida. Bob mentioned that a Walton County early childhood learning group put together hands based on our Children’s Bill of Rights (summary image attached). The hanging of the hands and Children’s Week will be earlier next year, so any time you are having events with kids consider collecting hands and send them to us we will stamp them and make sure they are presented. Children’s Week reported nearly 2,000 people attended the event this year.
b) Update on the Florida Youth Conservation Center Network (Rae Waddell). There are now eight hubs, including Seminole County. Signed MOU with SouthWest Florida Water Management District. FWC is contributing money to some of the facility updates and has been hiring staff coordinators with education experience. Not all sites will cover all activities but most will be very diverse. Charlie Pierce reading at the Palm Beach event went really well. Beau Turner is just one of the eight centers, and has been highlighted in the past.
c)  Children and Nature Network and Natural Leaders planned events for the April Let’s G.O! (Get Outside) initiative. (Bob Wattendorf) Audra Robitaille and Chris Cancro took the lead on an event in the Orlando area at the Oakland Nature Preserve and in Tallahassee Kellie Gerbers took the lead at the FSU Rez. The idea of both of these was to allow younger partners to demonstrate their natural leadership in putting the events together. In both cases there was concern with over advertising and getting inundated, but the reality was both were very nice positive events, but lacked for participation. So next year we need to do more to recruit kids and families. There were another 12 events around the state listed by partners and we gained two new partners that we discovered when they listed events on the Let’s G.O. website. This is expected to be an annual event so we hope to build on our learning.
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Team Updates: 

-- Marketing/Communications (Frances Keiser et al.) Frances provided mock ups of both a bumper sticker and window cling/adhesive sticker lay out. The background provided is a neon/lime green that was well received. The idea of a tag line (Nature needs you) was discussed, but we preferred not to use it since it could confuse our message. Frances will finalize the designs for us and everyone appreciated the effort.
Frances also mentioned she’d like to continue on the committee but would like to find a new chair person. Several of the committee members weren’t present, but we will follow up and see if someone will step up or if someone new would like to volunteer. This group will also be involved with helping on the web site (especially Megan Mick) and social media (especially Mike Gilloon).
--Education/Outreach (Jennifer Golden et al.) Jennifer has a meeting planned for next week (June 3rd, 3-4:30). She has been pulling together some resources for the team to look at. An example is the Best Practices for Aquatic Education Materials.
--Nominating Team (Bonnie Stine, et al.) Bonnie was unable to join us. However, it was pointed out that at the end of June current board/officer terms expire. According to our by-laws there are no term limits, but we do want to establish a specific process for filling vacancies, nominating and electing officers. We will attempt to accomplish that at a board meeting in June and then share the results with the full coalition, followed by any necessary votes. 
e) Richard Louv’s Visit at NAA Convention (Lara Kramer) Lara attended the National AfterSchool Association Convention in Orlando and set up a collaborative booth with Get Outdoors Florida! and Fish Florida! materials. Bob thanked her and all the other partners who have stepped up and helped provide additional exposure for Get Outdoors Florida! and to recruit partners. Bill Nye the “Science Guy” spoke to a full-house, Louv had about half that participation (perhaps due to conflicts). NAA seemed to be more focused on other things, rather than nature, so there is an opportunity here. They were focused on STEM, so we should make our activities directly related to those. The Florida AfterSchool Alliance meeting is in October and we should probably consider doing a session there. Lara will keep her eyes open for their schedule and volunteered to head an effort to represent both GOFl and Fish Florida when the time comes. An effort that Bob and the group expressed strong support for and appreciation. 
f) Events for June: National Fishing and Boating Week (June 4-12), National Marina Day (June 11), National Get Outdoors Day (June 11), the Great American Campout (June 25). For each of these events the Power Point and these minutes have links to more information. Bob suggested posting any appropriate events directly on their web sites, but mentioning GOFl and attempting to include a link to our web site. Also notify Bob of any such events and we’ll cross post them on our website. Some of those sites have decent resources to share with participants via their web site. Don’t forget to use our banners, hand out materials etc. that are available on the Get Outdoors Florida! partner page. If you can’t afford to print and want loaner banners contact Bob.
g) Partner survey, recruitment and web site enhancements (Bob Wattendorf) are still forth coming. The new software is installed and a draft of a users guide is being reviewed. 
III. New Business—Susan Blake mentioned the Coast Guard Aucilliary and Flotilla. The end of May was also boating safety and should be on our agenda next year for fleet week (normally around Memorial Day). John Waldron mentioned June 4th is national trail day and he’s got a meeting of Florida Outdoor Recreation Coalition (FLORC) tomorrow (March 25th). FLORC will have a summit to represent outdoor recreation users, providers and businesses on November 19th-20th at the Central Zoo in Stanford, Florida.
Paul mentioned his outreach work with AmeriCorp, DEP and the Apalachicola.

Chris Castro mentioned IDEAS and how they are fitting in as a partner in the sustainability movement and getting kids involved.
IV. Schedule Next Meeting & Adjourn
A tentative date of July 19th was considered, but the room was not available, so it is set for Wednesday, July 20th from 2-4.  Please mark your calendars.
